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10" January 2011

e Dear Parents / Guardians, e

We hope you have all had a wonderful time over the Christmas Holidays and we wish you a W
very Happy New Year! \

In school this half term our topic is ‘Where | Live’ . This
encompasses many National Curriculum subjects such as
Geography, Science and Art and Design. It is also linked
. into other curriculum areas such as Maths and ICT, in
. which a range of digital media will be used and block
~ graphs will be created in order to display results from
traffic surveys. A little more detail of what we will be

iy

Dk ~ o 7 /- learning in different subject areas can be found below. Dk
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W Throughout this term in Year 1 and 2 we are going to have a big PG

- focus on reading. You will receive a separate letter outlining new
initiatives we in tend to introduce for this term to try and raise the
attainment and profile of reading.

There are two main focuses in our Literacy lessons this half term.

e These are ‘Traditional Tales’ and ‘Non-Chronological Reports’. e
e We will be reading, enjoying and interacting with a variety of / alr y e
e Traditional tales. We will be focussing on story structure and » -I!ale Je

characters. The children will progress onto writing their own version
of an alternative traditional tale and also create a multimedia version of it on a computer
e using digital photos and pictures. °F

Maths W
The main focus areas in Maths will be counting, *ﬁ
portioning and adding and subtracting numbers. We

will also be focusing on multiplication facts and related \
division facts. The children will explore and create €
symmetrical patterns and describe the properties of 2-
D and 3-D shapes. Towards the end of the half term \
we will be working on data handling, creating tables S
- and graphs linked to our local area topic.
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) The children will be learning about how simulations and models can represent the real world. )
They will use digital cameras to take photographs of the local area and the school and then
e use a paint program to add their own objects and details to improve the image. They will e
create their own fantasy town or landscape and relate it to their own environment.

Science

Our Science topic for this half term is ‘Sound and Hearing’. During
this topic the children will learn about the senses that enable
humans and other animals to be aware of the world around them.
The children will explore that there are many kinds of sounds and
sources of sounds. We will also discuss some basic biology of the /
e ear and how our ears help us identify where sounds are coming from. e



http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://maps.google.com/maps/api/staticmap%3Fcenter%3D52.92566-1.43813%26zoom%3D15%26size%3D665x470%26maptype%3Droadmap%26client%3Dgme-rightmove%26sensor%3Dfalse%26channel%3Dpropertydetails%26signature%3DdP4KaJRH1PG42JrAgRjBdQ1KK_c%3D&imgrefurl=http://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/property-30271100.html&usg=__TE3UBg7EWWnLCvjEPFckAqU7NBk=&h=470&w=665&sz=48&hl=en&start=0&sig2=pqYCCSmoCeobuRljelhJsg&zoom=1&tbnid=wJhJljwkGnuuUM:&tbnh=111&tbnw=157&ei=1QwqTaOlFcqwhQfEg6T3DA&prev=/images%3Fq%3DChaddesden%2BMaps%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4ADFA_enGB350GB360%26biw%3D1259%26bih%3D532%26tbs%3Disch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=111&vpy=211&dur=1937&hovh=189&hovw=267&tx=185&ty=90&oei=1QwqTaOlFcqwhQfEg6T3DA&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=19&ved=1t:429r:6s:0
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas/Math_img080a.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas/Math_p045.shtml&usg=__YPVvKnCLh_guVaLfl64ESRp-WYY=&h=314&w=573&sz=21&hl=en&start=0&sig2=4lpi4UL148Q1sNmRKPXgAA&zoom=1&tbnid=KB7jgD_Qr1JaHM:&tbnh=88&tbnw=161&ei=Pg4qTYKzFIaEhQeP3uC4Dg&prev=/images%3Fq%3D3d%2Bshapes%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4ADFA_enGB350GB360%26biw%3D1259%26bih%3D532%26tbs%3Disch:1&um=1&itbs=1&iact=hc&vpx=95&vpy=225&dur=250&hovh=166&hovw=303&tx=175&ty=104&oei=Pg4qTYKzFIaEhQeP3uC4Dg&esq=1&page=1&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429r:0s:0

RE pPA¢
Our current RE topic is ‘Books’. We will be reflecting on the variety .
of books used at home, in school and in the neighbourhood and the
importance of books. The children will learn about the Book of
Gospels used in church on Sundays. Towards the end of the half .
term, our learning will move onto ‘Memories’ with a focus on how )

W the Eucharist is a way of remembering Jesus in the way he asked W
e us to. kg
g Geography_ pAg
I We will be investigating our local area and how we can A
make it safer. We will begin with observing the physical and
W human features of the area whilst on local walks. We will be DG

. using a range of technology such as recordable
microphones, flip video cameras and digital cameras to
collect evidence. We will then move on to focussing on the
e different types of roads, carrying out traffic and parking
surveys. We will be inviting visitors into school such as the

W community support officer and local residents to interview W
e them regarding making our local area safer. e
E A Few Reminders P

. » Book bags should be brought to school every day and taken home every night. A

» Learning logs need to be handed in every Monday. If they are late they may not be

marked until the following week.

. » Items of school uniform, PE kits and coats should be clearly labelled with your child’s .
name. We seem to have a few cardigans, jumpers and ties with no names in them. A

» Full PE kits should be kept in school. We often have children without their PE pumps

e or pumps that are too small for them. Our PE days are Wednesday and Friday. e

" Please ensure that children do not wear earrings to school on those days. "

» A letter was given out explaining about us going out on a few walks around

e Chaddesden over the next few weeks. If any parents (who have a current CRB e
/ check) are free within the school day and would like to accompany us, please let one /

of us know. Our first walk will take place on Thursday 13" January in the afternoon.

e Please ensure that your child has sensible shoes and a warm coat. Please send the e

permission slip into school if you have not already done so. We will not be able to

take a child if we have not received their permission slip.

Finally, we would like to say Thank you for your continued support with the children’s work in

the learning logs and with their reading. The standard of homework produced in some -
W children’s learning logs is fantastic and it is clear that a lot of time and effort is put into the W
. work. I
If there is anything at all that you have concerns or queries about, please do not hesitate to
W approach either one of us. We have a parent’s evening coming up later in the term, but W
- would rather discuss any immediate concerns you may have before then. .
Many Thanks,

Mrs Johnson ano Mrs MeNamara

e Please Note S
# If you have changed your mobile phone or do not receive texts from the school N
W please let Mrs Cartlidge have you mobile telephone number. W
fﬁ # We have a recycling bin for batteries in the school front entrance. If you wish to recycle fﬁ

your batteries please use the bin provided.
# School meals are now being cooked on the premises.



